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ABSTRACT
Many think that in the 21st century, the world has entered the age of information, but aerospace has embraced
IT since the dawn of the jet age. The then very latest hardware and software has been used to design and
maintain the world’s air fleets over the past five decades. We have now entered the era of vast interconnection,
computation, and storage – concepts underlying such popular terms as AI, the cloud, cyber-physical systems, and
factory 4.0. Using aerospace propulsion as a context, this lecture traces the development of such ideas from the
1950’s through today and speculates on the opportunities and challenges it holds for the future.
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Honorary Fellow of the AIAA, and a fellow of the ASME and of the Royal Aeronautical Society.

SINGAPORE AEROSPACE ENGINEERING & TECHNOLOGY CONFERENCE 2018

13

